ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

he remembered throughout his life with great
pride, that he was ever beaten on a direct vote of
the people.

For the moment Lincoln's fortunes were very
low. His job as a clerk in Offut's store had ceased
because the store had failed. He had had a short
spell as a soldier earlier in 1832. Black Hawk,
an Indian chief, had united some tribes under
his command and was threatening to invade the
northern part of Illinois and reoccupy their old
homes there. The Governor of Illinois called for
volunteers to march against Black Hawk. Lin-
coln had joined and been elected captain of his
company. There proved to be no serious fight-
ing; he was mustered out in June and reached
home in time for his election campaign. After
this came a period as joint owner with a man
called Berry of a store, bought on credit. But
Berry was worthless, and after a series of unsuc-
cessful attempts to rid themselves of the burden
of the property, Lincoln found himself finally
saddled with the debts. It took him seventeen
years to pay them off* They were a very great
burden on his early years of struggle to make a
living. But these years of industry and economy
gave him a reputation for honesty which was of
great value.

Out of this failure he was rescued to some ex-
tent by being appointed postmaster of New
Salem. He held this position for three years, from
May 7, 1833,to May 30, 1836, when New Salem
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